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Hesperaloe parviflora

Red yucca

Seasonal interest: red flowers from 
spring through summer

FP 1

Acacia constricta

whitethorn acacia

Seasonal interest: yellow blooms in 
late spring and fall

S 1
Dalea formosa

Feather Dalea

Seasonal interest: late spring to fall 
deep violet flowers

S 1
Rosmarinus officinalis

Rosemary

Seasonal interest: small blue flowers 
everblooming in warm climates

S 1
Spartium junceum

Spanish Broom
Seasonal interest: late spring and 
summer profuse fragrant yellow 
flowers and green stalks

PS 1
Lavandula angustifolia

Lavender

FP

Seasonal interest: brilliant purple 
flowers

1
Parkinsonia florida

Palo Verde

Seasonal interest: bright yellow 
blossoms in late spring

T 1
Mesquite

Mesquite

Seasonal interest: summer blossoms 
and fruit

T 1
Quercus

Oak tree

Seasonal interest: evergreen, flowers 
in spring

T S

Salvia

Salvia

Seasonal interest: purple flowers in 
spring

PH S 2
Penstemon

Penstemon

Seasonal interest: early summer 
purple and blue flowers

PH 2
Aster alpinus

Aster

Seasonal interest: large summer 
blooms

PFP 2
Melampodium leucanthum

Blackfoot daisy

Seasonal interest: white flowers in late 
spring through early fall.

PS 2
Lantana camara

Gold Lantana

Seasonal interest: year round yellow 
flowers

PFP 2
Euphorbia antisyphilitica

Candelilla

Seasonal interest: pinkish-red flowers 
in spring and summer

S 3 5
Echinocereus

Claret cup cactus

Seasonal interest: long bright red 
flowers in summer

SU 3 6
Opuntia engelmannii

Engleman’s prickly pear

Seasonal interest: yellow and red 
blossoms sporadically in April and 
May

SU 3 6
Cylindropuntia imbricata

Tree Cholla

Seasonal interest: purple or magenta 
flowers in late spring and early 
summer

SU 3

Opuntia gosseliniana

Santa rita prickly pear

Seasonal interest: purple-green hue; 
pale yellow blossoms in spring

SU 3 6
Yucca treculeana

Giant white dagger

Seasonal interest: white blooms spring 
through early fall

SU 3 6
Yucca thompsoniana

Super Thompson

Seasonal interest: green highlights

SU 3 6

Dasylirion wheeleri 

Sotol

Seasonal interest: white or magenta 
flowers in spring (sporadically)

SU 4

Agave havardiana

Chisos Agave

Seasonal interest: greenish-yellow-red 
flowers in spring

SU 3
Agave americana

Century Plant

Seasonal interest: year long bright 
green and yellow leaves

SU 3 5

Muhlenbergia lindheimeri

Lindheimer Muhly

Seasonal interest: wispy feathery 
foliage with green to silver color

G 6
Nassella Tenuissima

Mexican feather grass

Seasonal interest: wispy green to 
yellow coloring, feathery foliage

G 3
Bouteloua curtipendula

Sideoats grama grass

Seasonal interest: bright purple 
flowers in spring and summer

PG 3
Chilopsis linearis

Desert willow

Seasonal interest: pink blossoms from 
spring through early fall

FP 5
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Flowering plant 
Perennial flowering plant
Grass
Perennial grass
Perennial herbaceous
Shrub
Perennial shrub
Succulent
Tree

Drought Tolerant

Attracts Wildlife

full sun / partial shade / full shade

LANDSCAPE ZONES

PLANT GUIDE

The flowering bushes selected for 
zone 1 are all tall perennial bushes. 
They act as a  backdrop to the lower 
plants in zone 2 and help protect the 
mud plaster on the south face of the 
north wall. The bushes were chosen 
for their contrasting colors, fragrance 
and their ability to attract humming-
birds and butterflies. 

The flowering plants selected for zone 
2 are all low height plants that will 
bloom at different times throughout 
the spring and summer. They act as 
a line of color that draws ones eye to 
the distant landscape from the north 
entrance of the house. The flowers 
were chosen for their contrasting 
colors, fragrance and the ability to 
attract hummingbirds and butterflies. 

The meadow landscape is an 
intensification of the surrounding 
terrain.  This zone features a rich and 
diverse variety of plantings native to 
the chihuahuan desert.  The terrain 
bleeds into the planted meadow 
surrounding the house blurring what 
the boundry between what is new 
and what what existing.

The repetitive rows of sotol plantings 
are a reference to the artistry of 
Donald Judd and his approach to 
the landscape at the Chamberlin 
Building.

The inner courtyard features plantings 
native to the Chihuahua desert that 
thrive in a protected environment. 

The muhly grasses and prickly pears 
line the entry sequence, transitioning 
from the dust of the open road to the 
protected and softened experience 
of the house.
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NOTES

Rael San Fratello Architects
2200 Adeline St. #360
Oakland, CA 94607
tel. 510.207.2960

Garza Design & Build
110 E El Paso Street
Marfa, TX 7984
tel. 432.729.1946

Tom’s Tree Place
5104 34th Street
Lubbock, TX  79410
tel. 806.799.3677

One Way Plant Nursery
308 W Avenue E
Alpine, TX 79830-4629
tel. 432.837.1117

Big Bend Stone
1 Horse Road
Terlingua, TX  79852
tel. 806.799.3677

CONTACTS
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