
Overview of Building Codes 
 

Definition of Interior Design (NCIDQ) 
 
Interior design includes a scope of services performed by a professional design 
practitioner, qualified by means of education, experience, and examination, to 
protect and enhance the health, life safety and welfare of the public. 
 

Definition of Building Code (Webster) 
 
A set of rules of procedure and standards of materials designed to secure 
uniformity and protect the public interest in such matters as building construction 
and public health, established usually by a public agency and commonly having 
the force of law in a particular jurisdiction. 
 

Definition of “Standard of Care” for a Interior Designer 
 
Actions that any other well-informed practitioner would have taken given the same 
level of knowledge in the same situation. 
 

Impact of Building Code on Interior Designer 
- Professionalism (NCIDQ & IDEX) – Ethical Commitment 
- Liability – Legal Commitment 
- Freedom of Design 

 

Main topics of Building Codes 
- Fire resistance 
- Egress 
- Accessibility 
- Structural Soundness 
- Life Safety vs. Property Protection 
- Performance vs. Prescriptive 
 

 
 
 
 



Hierarchy of Codes 
 

Model Code 
International Building Code (IBC) & International Residential Code (IRC) by 
International Code Council (ICC) 
 
 

Federal Codes 
American Disability Act 1990 (ADA - revised in 2010) – law, not code 
Federal Fair Housing Act (FFHA)  
 

State Codes 
California – adopted and amended model code 
 

Local Jurisdictions 
Cities – adopted and amended State code, or independent City Code (SF) 
 

Other Codes 
NFPA (National Fire Protection Agency)  
NFPA-101 Life Safety Code 
NFPA-13 Fire Sprinklers 
NFPA-70 National Electric Code 
 

Sustainability 
CALGreen – California Green Building Standards 
Tier 1 Mandatory, Tiers 2 & 3 as adopted by local jurisdictions 
LEED – Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design – voluntary or as 
prescribed by local jurisdictions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Current California Codes 
 

2010 California Code of Regulations, Title 24 (California Building 
Standards Code): 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 1; 2010 CA BUILDING CODE. 
  
-TITLE 24, PART 2; 2010 CA BUILDING CODE, BASED ON THE 2009 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE (IBC). 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 3; 2008 CA ELECTRICAL CODE, BASED ON THE 2005 
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE (NEC).  
 
-TITLE 24, PART 4; 2009 CA MECHANICAL CODE, BASED ON THE 2006 
UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE (UMC). 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 5; 2009 CA PLUMBING CODE, BASED ON THE 2006 
UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE (UPC). 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 6; 2010 CA ENERGY CODE 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 8; 2010 CA HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE BASED ON THE 
2009 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE. 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 9; 2010 CA FIRE CODE, BASED ON THE 2006 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE (IFC). 
 
- TITLE 24, PART 10; 2010 CA EXISTING BUILDING CODE 
 
- TITLE 24, PART 11; 2010 CA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (CAL 
GREEN CODE) 
 
-TITLE 24, PART 12; 2010 CA REFERENCE STANDARDS CODE. 
 
-CITY AND COUNTY STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS AND DETAILS AND 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS. 
 
-OTHER APPLICABLE FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL REGULATIONS. 
 
-APPLICABLE PROVIDIONS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
ACCESSIBLE GUIDLINES: ADAAG 
 
 
 



Resources 
 

California Building Standards Commission 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



American Disability Act Home Page 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. Green Building Council 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Next Week 
 
Reading for this class pg.1-8 
08/30 – Using the Building Code/Use & Occupancy, pg. 9-30 
09/01 – Special Use/Occupancy, pg.31-46 
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